
Dear Reader, 

Welcome to our monthly Research Council Newsletter. We have exciting opportunities 
and announcements below. If you have anything to contribute to the next newsletter, or 
have any questions, comments, and/or feedback, please send them to Drs. Abraham 
Palmer (aapalmer@health.ucsd.edu), Murray Stein (mstein@health.ucsd.edu) and 
Lauren Brooks (lkbrooks@health.ucsd.edu). Information about the Research Council 
can be found here: 
https://medschool.ucsd.edu/som/psychiatry/research/Pages/default.aspx. 

The Department of Psychiatry is on Twitter, please follow us @PsychiatryUCSD!  If you 
want your work/findings/funding/awards to be promoted by the department’s account 
please feel free to tag @PsychiatryUCSD and we will retweet to all of our followers.  

  

UC San Diego Department of Psychiatry Chair Update: 

The Interim Dean of the School of Medicine, Dr. Steven Garfin, has announced that he 
is proposing Jeff Daskalakis, MD, PhD, as Chair of the Department of Psychiatry. The 
transition has already started and Dr. Daskalakis expects to relocate officially begin in 
August 2020. 

 

 

● Congratulations to Bosi Chen (3rd year JDP student) for being awarded as one of 

Autism Science Foundation’s 2020 Predoctoral Fellowship Grant Recipients for her 

https://medschool.ucsd.edu/som/psychiatry/research/Pages/default.aspx


project titled, “Examining cortical myelination as an index of brain maturation in the 

first years of life in ASD”! 

● Congratulations to Danica Young, RN who won Nurse of the Year in 

Transformational Leadership for her leadership in our transformation! 

● Congratulations to Ariel J. Lang, PhD, MPH for being selected to serve as the 

Director of the VA Center of Excellence for Stress and Mental Health (CESAMH) in 

San Diego! 

● Congratulations to Laura Earp, RN for being chosen as the UCSD Nurse Leader of 

the Year in the area of Transformational Leadership for 2020! 

● Congratulations to Mercedes Szpunar, MD, PhD was selected for a New 

Investigator Award from the American Society of Clinical Psychopharmacology. 
Mercedes is a Post-Doctoral Fellow with Dr. Ariel Lang, and former UCSD Research 

Track Resident! 

 

 

THERE CURRENTLY ARE NO SCHEDULED SEMINAR FOR THE MONTH OF MAY, 
BUT THAT IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND ALL UPDATES WILL BE SENT OUT AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE 

For those who missed Jessica L. Montoya’s Markou Seminar, it has been recorded and can be 

watched at this link: Markou Seminar - Jessica Montoya, PhD - 04-27-2020 

  

  

  

  *For the time being we plan on listing all online meetings and conferences on 
future Research Council Newsletters, so please send us any information for 
future newsletters*  

 

 

Academy for Eating Disorders Virtual International Conference on Eating Disorders 2020 

https://youtu.be/ts4oBNHKy3M
https://www.aedweb.org/aed-events/iced-2020


June 11-30, 2020 

The inaugural Virtual International Conference on Eating Disorders (ICED), co-hosted by the 

Academy for Eating Disorders (AED) and Australia & New Zealand Academy for Eating Disorders 

(ANZAED), will be offered online June 11-30, 2020 and bring clinicians, educators, researchers, 

experts by experience and students from all over the globe together. 

  

Live on-line sessions including the Keynote, Plenary, and some workshops will be offered over 

the dates of June 11-30.  The Paper presentations will be available beginning on June 11 and 

the collection will grow until the 30th.  But all of the sessions will be recorded, and will be 

available indefinitely for viewing (or “re” viewing ) at your convenience . 

 

Also, unlike the in-person event where you have to choose which sessions to attend, at Virtual 

ICED 2020 where all sessions are recorded, you can attend every session at your convenience. If 

you are seeking CE or CME credit, that means you can earn up 40 credits, all at your own pace. 

Click on the Program tile below to check out the possibilities! 

  

  

The International Society for Bipolar Disorders Meeting 

June 18-21, 2020 

In response to the rapidly changing circumstances associated with the Novel Coronavirus 

(COVID-19), the ISBD has made the decision to transition its annual in-person conference to a 

virtual experience. 

  

In coming to this decision, the ISBD leadership carefully weighed the risks to attendees and 

their families, colleagues, and patients. As a Society devoted to the well-being of those with 

bipolar disorder, the organization feels strongly that ISBD must continue to fulfill its mission in 

the face of COVID-19. 

  

Our annual conference provides an essential forum for the exchange of the latest information 

and ideas in the field and we need to ensure that we maintain this important function of our 

Society. A virtual conference will provide an exciting means of sharing knowledge and 

communicating and collaborating with colleagues from around the world. We need to be 

flexible while acknowledging this global health issue. 

  

Please know this has been an incredibly difficult decision for us as we all look forward to our 

annual conference to see friends, both long-tenured and new. 

Our annual conference is also important because ISBD is a not-for-profit organization that 

depends heavily on this meeting to sustain its financial well-being. Like other professional 

organizations that hold conferences, ISBD has made up-front investments to plan and execute 

https://www.aedweb.org/
http://www.anzaed.org.au/iced2020conference/
https://isbd.societyconference.com/v2/#card/registration


the conference. The circumstances associated with COVID- 19 are changing daily and because 

the conference is now just 10 weeks away, cancelling the in-person conference has 

consequences not just for attendees, presenters, and exhibitors but for the Society as well. 

  

To register: https://isbd.societyconference.com/v2/#card/registration 

  

  

Federation of European Neuroscience Societies 

July 11-15, 2020 

As a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic, the FENS Forum 2020 will be held entirely 

virtually. The FENS 2020 Virtual Forum aims to meet our community’s needs and expectations 

in these challenging times and will offer the same cutting edge scientific program as always, 

including lectures, posters, symposia, an exhibition and professional development 

opportunities. Accessible from all over the world, the FENS 2020 Virtual Forum represents an 

exciting alternative for our delegates to the regular physical Forum. Professionally implemented 

online, the Forum will provide all delegates with plenty of opportunities to learn, interact, grow 

and network. 

  

From 11-15 July 2020, you will be able to attend the events at the live FENS 2020 Virtual Forum. 

Following the live event, and for up to three months afterwards, you will have on-demand 

access to all sessions, lectures, events and the exhibition hall. 

  

Faced with the reality of the serious global health situation that prevents us from meeting in 

Glasgow, we are nevertheless enthusiastic about this new opportunity. We firmly believe in the 

added value of bringing our community together to exchange scientific ideas and perspectives, 

which is why your participation at the FENS 2020 Virtual Forum is of the utmost importance – 

both for the success of the FENS Forum and for the continued progress of neuroscience. 

  

Be part of the FENS 2020 Virtual Forum, where scientists from around the world will congregate 

to present the newest scientific and technological advances in understanding the workings of 

the various nervous systems, and where we will have the opportunity to meet, chat and 

connect. We are truly excited to share this special format with you and look forward to having 

you join the FENS Forum in a few months. We hope you are as curious and enthusiastic as we 

are! 

  

https://isbd.societyconference.com/v2/#card/registration
https://forum2020.fens.org/


 

 

  

Researcher 
Name 

Title Type of 
Grant 

Project 
Period 

Total Cost Funding 
Agency 

Susan Tapert, PhD 

and Joanna 

Jacobus PhD 

ABCD-USA 

Consortium: 

Research 

Project 

U01 

DA04108

9 

4/15/20 – 

3/31/27 

$14,358,446 National 

Institute on 

Drug Abuse 

Susan Tapert, PhD RAPID: Impact 

of the COVID-19 

Pandemic on 

Child 

Development in 

the ABCD 

Cohort 

 5/01/20 – 

4/30/21 

$200,000 National 

Science 

Foundation 

 

 

● Taylor, C. T., Pearlstein, S. L., Kakaria, S., Lyubomirsky, S., & Stein, M. B. (in 

press). Enhancing social connectedness in anxiety and depression through 

amplification of positivity: Preliminary treatment outcomes and process of 

change. Cognitive Therapy and Research. 

● Zhou H, Sealock MJ, Sanchez-Roige S, Clarke TK, Levey D, Cheng Z, Li B, 

Polimanti R, Kember R, Dr. Rachel Vickers-Smith R, Thygesen J, Morgan M, 

Atkinson S, Thursz M, Nyegaard M, Mattheisen M, Børglum A, Johnson E, Justice 

A, Palmer AA, McQuillin A, Davis L, Edenberg H, Agrawal A, Kranzler H, 

Gelernter J. Genome-wide meta-analysis of problematic alcohol use in 435,563 

individuals yields insights into biology and relationships with other traits.Nature 

Neuroscience, in press  



● Frank GKW. Pharmacotherapeutic strategies for the treatment of anorexia 

nervosa - too much for one drug? [published online ahead of print, 2020 Apr 

13]. Expert Opin Pharmacother. 2020;1–14. 

doi:10.1080/14656566.2020.1748600 

● Green S, Hicks A, Hilsendager C, Bauer M, Frank GKW. An adolescent girl with 

signs and symptoms of anaphylaxis and negative immunologic workup: a case 

report. J Med Case Rep. 2020;14(1):49. Published 2020 Apr 17. 

doi:10.1186/s13256-020-02371-3 

● Troyer EA, Kohn JN, Hong S. Are we facing a crashing wave of neuropsychiatric 

sequelae of COVID-19? Neuropsychiatric symptoms and potential immunologic 

mechanisms [published online ahead of print, 2020 Apr 13]. Brain Behav Immun. 
2020;S0889-1591(20)30489-X. doi:10.1016/j.bbi.2020.04.027 

● Lees, B., Aguinaldo A., Squeglia, L.M., Infante, M.A., Wade, N.E., Hernandez 

Mejia, M. & Jacobus, J. (2020). Parental family history of alcohol use disorder 

and neural correlates of response inhibition in children from the Adolescent 

Brain Cognitive Development (ABCD) study. Alcoholism: Clinical and 

Experimental Research. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32333792 

 

 

 In Wake of COVID-19 Pandemic, a Crashing Wave of Neuropsychiatric Problems? 

UC San Diego Health 

April 14, 2020 

UCSD School of Medicine 

  

Two views on Alzheimer’s biomarkers: Eyeing changes in vision or pupils 

National Institute on Aging 

April 16, 2020 

Features work from William Kremen, PhD 

  

Commentary: Wrap your head around this: Mental health issues from COVID-19 may last 

beyond the pandemic 

San Diego Union Tribune 

April 20, 2020 

Authored by David Folsom, MD, and William Perry, PhD 

  

COVID-19: A guide to making telepsychiatry work 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32333792
https://health.ucsd.edu/news/releases/Pages/2020-04-14-in-wake-of-covid-19-pandemic-crashing-wave-of-neuropsychiatric-problems.aspx
https://www.nia.nih.gov/news/two-views-alzheimers-biomarkers-eyeing-changes-vision-or-pupils?utm_source=NIA+Main&utm_campaign=0aeafcd2fd-20200427_news&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ffe42fdac3-0aeafcd2fd-7461929
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/opinion/story/2020-04-20/mental-health-coronavirus-pandemic-commentary
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/opinion/story/2020-04-20/mental-health-coronavirus-pandemic-commentary
https://www.the-hospitalist.org/hospitalist/article/220510/business-medicine/covid-19-guide-making-telepsychiatry-work/page/0/1


The Hospitalist 

April 20, 2020 

Features Katherine Nguyen Williams, PhD 

  

Rethinking anorexia: Biology may be more important than culture, new studies reveal 

Science Magazine 

April 20, 2020 

Features Walter Kaye, MD 

  

Coronavirus Presents New Challenges For Those With Eating Disorders – Here’s How Survivors 

Are Seeking Out Support Online 

Time Magazine 

April 22, 2020 

Features Walter Kaye, MD  

  

How to sleep better during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

UC San Diego School of Medicine 

April 25, 2020 

Video by Ellen Lee, MD 

  

Gut Microbes Influence How Rat Brains React to Opioids 

UC San Diego Health 

April 27, 2020 

UCSD School of Medicine 

  

Mental Health Help For Nurses 

Healthy Nurse, Healthy Nation 

April 27,2020 

Results from Judy Davidson, DNP, RN 

 

 

Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) COVID-19 Targeted PFA 

  

PCORI was created to improve the evidence about what works in health care to better inform 

real, specific choices faced by patients, clinicians, healthcare administrators, and others in the 

healthcare community. With the dramatic increase in the number of patients infected with 

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/04/rethinking-anorexia-biology-may-be-more-important-culture-new-studies-reveal
https://time.com/5821381/eating-disorders-coronavirus/
https://time.com/5821381/eating-disorders-coronavirus/
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1112659995739&ca=45d98e19-1596-4866-8ff9-650e89244c7e
https://health.ucsd.edu/news/releases/Pages/2020-04-27-gut-microbes-influence-how-rat-brains-react-to-opioids.aspx
https://engage.healthynursehealthynation.org/blogs/8/3645
https://www.pcori.org/funding-opportunities/announcement/covid-19-targeted-pfa?utm_source=weeklyemail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=042120


COVID-19, the US healthcare system faces an unprecedented stress test to adapt to meet new 

demands. Although the situation is rapidly evolving, these challenges provide an opportunity to 

learn about which strategies are most effective at improving patient-centered care. 

  

In order to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, PCORI will issue a new research funding 

announcement with an accelerated timeline to support innovative, high-impact studies that fit 

clearly within our core mission of patient-engaged and patient-centered comparative clinical 

effectiveness research. The objectives of this announcement are to (1) strengthen the 

understanding of different approaches to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on individuals, 

communities, healthcare providers, and healthcare systems; and (2) provide evidence to inform 

clinical and public health responses, decision making, and planning. PCORI will encourage the 

use of diverse methods, including interventional studies and the use of natural experiments, to 

conduct research on an accelerated timeline. Applicants are encouraged to complete primary 

outcomes collection and provide actionable findings in no longer than 12 months. Hybrid 

designs, which can provide insight into implementation approaches in the context of evidence 

generation, will also be welcome. Applicants should be prepared to work independently and/or 

with PCORI to expedite dissemination of results.  

  

ADDITIONAL INFO 

AWARD: <$5,000,000 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: May 26, 2020 

  

Novartis US Foundation Novartis US COVID-19 Initiatives 

  

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Novartis US Foundation has established the US 

COVID-19 Community Response Fund to support local initiatives and communities in the US 

impacted by the outbreak. The fund will provide up to USD $5 million over a one-year period 

for immediate response and recovery efforts related to the pandemic. 

  

ADDITIONAL INFO 

AWARD: $100,000 - $250,000 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Ongoing 

William T. Grant Foundation Major Research Grants on Improving the Use of Research 

Evidence 

  

Over the past decade, a growing body of research has illuminated the conditions that facilitate 

the use of research evidence in policy and practice. For example, studies find that when 

research is relevant to decision makers, deliberated over thoughtfully, and embedded in 

policymaking processes, routines, and tools, the findings are more likely to be used. Still, there 

https://www.novartis.us/news/novartis-us-covid-19-initiatives
http://wtgrantfoundation.org/grants/research-grants-improving-use-research-evidence
http://wtgrantfoundation.org/grants/research-grants-improving-use-research-evidence


remain many unanswered questions that are critical to understanding how to improve the 

production and use of research evidence. What’s more, there is a scarcity of evidence 

supporting the notion that research use in policy and practice will necessarily improve youth 

outcomes. Serious scientific inquiry is needed. We need to know the conditions under which 

using research evidence improves decision making, policy implementation, service delivery, 

and, ultimately, youth outcomes. In short, we need research on the use of research. 

Toward this end, we seek studies that identify, build, and test strategies to enhance the use of 

research evidence in ways that benefit youth. We are particularly interested in research on 

improving the use of research evidence by state and local decision makers, mid-level managers, 

and intermediaries. Some investigators will focus on the strategies, relationships, and other 

supports needed for policy and practice organizations to use research more routinely and 

constructively. Others may investigate structures and incentives within the research community 

to encourage deep engagement with decision makers. Still other researchers may examine 

activities that help findings inform policy ideas, shape practice responses, and improve systems. 

ADDITIONAL INFO 

AWARD: $100,000 - $1,000,000 

LETTER OF INQ. DEADLINE: May 6, 2020 at 3:00 pm EST 

  

  

William T. Grant Foundation Major Research Grants on Reducing Inequality 

  

Our focus on reducing inequality grew out of our view that research can do more than help us 

understand the problem of inequality—it can generate effective responses. We believe that it is 

time to build stronger bodies of knowledge on how to reduce inequality in the United States 

and to move beyond the mounting research evidence about the scope, causes, and 

consequences of inequality. 

Toward this end, we seek studies that aim to build, test, or increase understanding of programs, 

policies, or practices to reduce inequality in the academic, social, behavioral, or economic 

outcomes of young people. We prioritize studies about reducing inequality on the basis of race, 

ethnicity, economic standing, language minority status, or immigrant origins. 

ADDITIONAL INFO 

AWARD: $100,000 - $600,000 

LETTER OF INQ. DEADLINE: May 6, 2020 at 3:00 pm EST 

  

  

http://wtgrantfoundation.org/grants/research-grants-reducing-inequality


One Mind Rising Star Awards 

  

One Mind, in collaboration with Janssen Research & Development and the Baszucki Brain 

Research Fund, is offering up to 2 Rising Star Research Awards in 2020. The goal of the Rising 

Star Research Awards is to recognize and fund promising, early career investigators through a 

competitive grants process to accelerate research on neuropsychiatric disorders. One Mind, in 

collaboration with Inscopix, is also offering up to two supplemental technology grants, each in 

support of one Rising Star Research Award. We are also pleased to announce up to 10 Bipolar 

Research Awards thanks to additional support from the Baszucki Brain Research Fund. 

  

ADDITIONAL INFO 

AWARD: $250,000 

LETTER OF INQ. DEADLINE: May 13, 2020  

  

Tau Consortium Rainwater Prize for Outstanding Innovation in Neurodegenerative Research 

The Rainwater Prize Program is designed to promote four main prize categories, one of which is 

an annual prize, the second an early-career prize, and the last two being 

milestone/breakthrough prizes that are only awarded upon achievement of the defined 

parameters. 

The objective of all the prize categories is to encourage and accelerate scientific progress 

toward new treatments for neurodegenerative diseases by; 

1. Enhancing awareness of the critical gaps in neurodegenerative research. 

2. Attracting researchers to work on tauopathies. 

3. Awarding scientific achievements that lead to new treatments for PSP. 

The Prizes are as follows: 

● The Rainwater Prize for Outstanding Innovation in Neurodegenerative Research 

● The Rainwater Prize for Innovative Early-Career Scientists 

● The Rainwater Milestone Prize for Advances in Tauopathy Research 

● The Rainwater Breakthrough Prize for Effective Treatments in PSP 

While the Rainwater Prize for Outstanding Innovation in Neurodegenerative Research annual 

prize will be awarded for the first time in 2020, and each year after, the Milestone and 

Breakthrough prizes may or may not be awarded based on this year’s nominations and 

discoveries. All awards may be awarded to individuals or shared as teams at the discretion of 

the selection committee. 

ADDITIONAL INFO 

AWARD: $250,000 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: May 15, 2020  

https://onemind.org/guiding-focus/rising-star-awards/
https://tauconsortium.org/initiative/rainwater-prize/


  

  

Nokia Bell Labs Bell Labs Prize 

  

The Nokia Bell Labs Prize is a competition for innovators from participating countries around 

the globe. It seeks to recognize innovations that solve the key challenges facing humanity  and 

provides selected innovators the unique opportunity to collaborate with Nokia Bell Labs 

researchers to help realize their vision. 

  

We welcome applications from innovators from participating countries around the globe. If you 

have a game-changing idea and are interested in developing it with leading Nokia Bell Labs 

researchers, you have come to the right place. 

  

This prize is open to all eligible applicants who register and submit proposals in the general 

areas of information and communications technologies. Participants must meet the following 

criteria: 

● Own their ideas 

● Be 21 years of age or older 

● Possess a bachelor’s, master’s or doctoral degree 

● Reside in one of the listed participating countries 

Teams of up to four are allowed to participate, provided each member of the team meets the 

eligibility requirements. 

ADDITIONAL INFO 

AWARD: $100,000 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: May 15, 2020  

  

  

Society for Neuroscience Young Investigator Award 

  

The Young Investigator Award, supported by Sunovion, recognizes the outstanding 

achievements and contributions by a young neuroscientist who has demonstrated scholarly 

independence. 

  

Recipients receive a $15,000 award and complimentary registration, transportation (economy 

air or ground), and two nights hotel accommodations for the SfN annual meeting. The SfN 

president presents the prize at a lecture at the meeting. 

  

ADDITIONAL INFO 

https://www.bell-labs.com/prize/
https://www.sfn.org/Careers/Awards/Early-Career/Young-Investigator-Award


AWARD: $15,000 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: May 22, 2020 at 5:00 pm EDT 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

FOUNDATION/ 
ORGANIZATION 

AWARD (US 
$) 

LTD SUBM/ ORG 
DEADLINE 

SPECIAL 
HANDLING 

American Academy of Sleep 

Medicine 

Bridge to Success Award for 

Early Career Investigators 

  

< $100,000 06/08/2020 - 

Vilcek Foundation 

Vilcek Prizes for Creative 

Promise 

  

$50,000 06/10/2020   

William T. Grant Foundation 

William T. Grant Scholars 

Program 

Limited Submission 

  

$350,000 06/24/2020 Limited Submission 

SD CFAR Developmental 

Grant in HIV Research 

  

$30,000 - 
$50,000 

06/18/2020 - 

Global Innovation Fund 

Social Impact at Large Scale 

  

Flexible Ongoing - 

https://foundation.aasm.org/bridge-success-award-early-investigators/
https://foundation.aasm.org/bridge-success-award-early-investigators/
https://foundation.aasm.org/bridge-success-award-early-investigators/
https://foundation.aasm.org/bridge-success-award-early-investigators/
https://vilcek.org/prizes/vilcek-prizes-for-creative-promise/
https://vilcek.org/prizes/vilcek-prizes-for-creative-promise/
https://vilcek.org/prizes/vilcek-prizes-for-creative-promise/
https://ucsd.infoready4.com/#competitionDetail/1811944
https://ucsd.infoready4.com/#competitionDetail/1811944
https://ucsd.infoready4.com/#competitionDetail/1811944
https://ucsd.infoready4.com/#competitionDetail/1811944
https://cfar.ucsd.edu/en/grants/developmental-grants/
https://cfar.ucsd.edu/en/grants/developmental-grants/
https://www.globalinnovation.fund/apply/about/
https://www.globalinnovation.fund/apply/about/


Partnership for Clean 

Competition 

Grants Program 

  

Varies Ongoing Pre-applications due 
March 1st, July 1st and 

Nov. 1st each year 

Wellcome Trust 

Innovator Awards 

  

$500,000 - 
$750,000 

Ongoing - 

Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation 

Pioneering Ideas: Exploring 

the Future to Build a Culture 

of Health 

  

Flexible Ongoing - 

     

  

  

  
  

 

https://cleancompetition.org/application-center/
https://cleancompetition.org/application-center/
https://cleancompetition.org/application-center/
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/innovator-awards
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/innovator-awards
https://www.rwjf.org/en/how-we-work/pioneering-ideas.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/how-we-work/pioneering-ideas.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/how-we-work/pioneering-ideas.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/how-we-work/pioneering-ideas.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/how-we-work/pioneering-ideas.html

