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In this second issue of
Photon, the UC San Diego
Department of
Radiology’s quarterly
newsletter, we celebrate
the accomplishments of
our faculty and staff, who
each bring unique talents
and expertise to the field
of radiology whether in
the clinic, in the lab, or
out in the community. The
June issue features
several service awards, as

well as profiles of two
technologists who have
each devoted more than
30 years of service and
professionalism to the
department and to the
patients we attend to
each day. I look forward
to our featuring the
stories of additional new,
long-time, and retiring
faculty and staff in future
issues of Photon. We also
showcase here the Center

for Functional Magnetic
Resonance Imaging’s role
in introducing prospective
UC San Diego
undergraduates to
exciting opportunities in
imaging research.
My very best,
Alexander Norbash, MD
Professor and Chair,
Department of Radiology;
Associate Vice Chancellor,
Faculty Equity, Diversity &
Inclusion

Graduation
As another academic
year comes to a close,
we welcome the
opportunity to
celebrate the many
accomplishments of the
Radiology Residency
Class of 2019. We wish
these graduates the
best of luck in their next
endeavors whether
here in San Diego or far
afield. Contact
Radiology Residency
Program Coordinator
Dion Brown for details
on tickets to the June
15 commencement
dinner. Congratulations,
graduates!

Radiology Residency Class of 2019 (pictured left to right):
Co-chief resident (5-year program) Ghiam Yamin, MD, PhD; Eric Rupe,
MD; Yoona Ho, MD; co-chief resident (4-year program) Zachary Berman,
MD; chair Alexander Norbash, MD; residency director Tudor Hughes,
MBBS, MD, FRCR; co-chief resident (4-year program) Michael Booker,
MD; co-chief resident (5-year program) Andrew Sung, MD; Naif
Alsaikhan, MD; Randall Baldassarre, MD (not pictured: Christopher Kim,
MD; Sreenath Narayan, MD, PhD; and Wilbur Wang, MD)

Division / Section Chiefs:
Body:
Cynthia Santillan, MD
Breast:
Haydee Ojeda-Fournier,
MD
Cardiothoracic:
Seth Kligerman, MD
Musculoskeletal:
Mini Pathria, MD
Neuroradiology & MRI:
Roland Lee, MD, FACR
Nuclear Medicine:
Carl Hoh, MD
Thornton Radiology:
Katherine Richman, MD
Ultrasound:
Mary O’Boyle, MD
Vascular & Interventional:
Jeet Minocha, MD

Chief Residents (Fouryear Program):
Michael Booker, MD
Zachary Berman, MD

Chief Residents (Five-year
Research Program):
Andrew Sung, MD
Ghiam Yamin, MD, PhD

Residency Update
The traditional
interventional radiology
(IR) fellowship is being
discontinued nationally
after this coming academic
year and will be replaced
by a five-year integrated IR
residency. UC San Diego
successfully matched its
third integrated IR class in
March 2019. Combined
with internal transfers
from the traditional
radiology residency, the IR
program now has eight
integrated residents

ranging from PGY2 to
PGY6.
In addition to our
integrated residency, we
also accept residents
transferring from other
radiology residencies to
train at UC San Diego
during their PGY6 year.
These transferring
residents are called
independent IR
residents. UC San Diego
also has the only NIH
T32-funded IR research

position nationally. Please
contact our new Program
Directors, Quinn Meisinger,
MD, and Isabel Newton, MD,
PhD, at
IRresidency@ucsd.edu with
any questions or trainee
referrals.

Drs. Meisinger & Newton

Licensing Is a Go!
The Division of Nuclear
Medicine and Molecular
Imaging is pleased to
announce the completion
of the licensing of a
mobile PET/CT scanner,
located on East Campus
between the ACTRI
building and the Thornton
Hospital Emergency
Department. PET/CT
combines a positron
emission tomography
(PET) scanner and
computed tomography
(CT) scanner to acquire
functional and anatomical
images of the body in the
same session. By

identifying metabolic
changes at the cellular
level, PET may detect the
early onset of disease
before it is evident on
other imaging tests.
The new UCSD PET/CT
scanner demonstrates
great improvements in
detector sensitivity and
image acquisition
technology, allowing for
patient imaging with
lower radiation doses and
improved localization of
biochemical activity. The
addition of a second
PET/CT scanner at UC San
Diego will facilitate

teams at the adjacent
NCI‐designated Moores
Cancer Center—close by
to where the first such
scanner is located—with
staging of malignancies,
assessment of therapy
response, and surgical and
radiation therapy
planning.
Stay tuned for details on
when this new scanner
will be available for
patient use. And
congratulations to the
entire PET/CT team for all
their hard work during
this licensing process!

Radiology Research
Committee (RRC):
Advanced Body & MSK
Imaging & RRC Chair:
Won Bae, PhD
Center for Functional MRI:
Christine FennemaNotestine, PhD
Center for Multimodal
Imaging Genetics:
Chi-Hua Chen, PhD
Junior Faculty:
Francisco Contijoch, PhD
Molecular Imaging:
Sebastian Obrzut, MD
Radiology Imaging Lab:
Mingxiong Huang, PhD

Radiology in the Community


On May 4, T32 coChief Resident
Andrew Sung and
Associate Clinical
Professor Eddie
Smitaman
participated in the
Rady Children’s
Dream Big 5K Walk to
benefit clinical care at
Rady Children’s
Hospital San Diego
(RCHSD). Eddie leads
our department’s
outreach activities
with UC San Diego’s
Student-Run Free
Clinic Project, Father
Joe’s Villages, and
other groups.

Drs. Sung & Smitaman



This spring’s
Celebration and Team
Breakfast brought
together businessoffice and
administrative staff
members, two dozen
faculty members and
clinicians, more than
50 front-line staffers,
and departmental
leaders in a fun event
designed help “put
names to faces” and
recognize how we
positively impact
patients.



Radiology joined
faculty and staff from
across UC San Diego
Health in recognizing
World Day for
Cultural Diversity at
the All-Staff Diversity
Socials.

Dion Brown, Marie
Webber, Laura Crowl,
Emily Bass & JoAnn Nelson

Raas Ruckus Dance Team



Celebrating 50 years
as a department, we
held an alumni gettogether in April that
was attended by Dr.
Elliott Lasser and Dr.
George Leopold, two
of our former chairs.
Current chair Dr.
Alexander Norbash
and numerous former
and current faculty
members and
residents also joined
in the fun.

Lasser Society Board
Members:

Congratulations!


Tom Broderick, MD
Nikdokht Farid, MD
Bassem Georgy, MD
Mike Girard, MD
John Hauschildt, MD
Susan Hobbs, MD
Betsy Jett, MD

Administrative
assistant Lori Bunch,
husband Derek, and
big brother Leland
welcomed a new
addition to their
family when Riley
Ann Bunch was born
on April 13



Kevin McCammack, MD
Steve Raman, MD



Gary Schooler, MD
Hamid Torshizy, MD
Tere Trout, MD
Amy Wu, MD
Takeshi Yokoo, MD, PhD



A team comprising
Radiology researchers
and staffers Kyle
Hasenstab, PhD;
Guilherme Moura
Cunha, MD; Kang
Wang, MD, PhD;
Brian Hurt, MD;
Alexandra Schlein,
Timoteo Delgado,
Ryan Brunsing, MD,
PhD; Armin
Schwartzman, PhD;
Kathryn Fowler, MD;
Albert Hsiao, MD,
PhD; and Claude
Sirlin, MD; won a
Summa Cum Laude
award at the 2019
ISMRM meeting for
their abstract on
automated
registration of crosssectional liver images

Darius Guerrero;
Ashley Fisher, RDMS;
Jill Meilander, RDMS;
and Atefeh Taleban,
RDMS; were
recognized for their
“Commitment to
UCSD & Teamwork”
at the March 28
Faculty Service
Awards reception
Vanessa Muck and
Lisa Potocnik were
recognized for their
“Commitment to
UCSD & Excellence in
Mammography” at
the March 28 Faculty
Service Awards
reception



Eric Chang, MD;
David Dubowitz, MD,
PhD; Linda McEvoy,
PhD; Cynthia
Santillan, MD; and
Miriam Scadeng, MD,
have been promoted
to the rank of
Professor



Christine Chung, MD,
has reached the
milestone of 20 years
of UC San Diego
service



Larry Frank, PhD, and
Sue Hopkins, MD,
PhD, have reached
the milestone of 25
years of UC San Diego
service



T32 resident Tyler
Mandt, MD, received
a $30K Research
Resident/Fellow
award from RSNA



Radiology faculty
members Eddie
Smitaman, MD, and
Michael Hahn, MD,
received UC San
Diego’s Whitehill
Prize for Excellence



A neuroradiology
team comprising
residents Tara
Retson, MD, PhD;
and Paul Manning,
MD; and faculty
members Marin
McDonald, MD;
Jason Handwerker,
MD; and Niky Farid,
MD; presented a case
of “Intracranial
Subarachnoid Fat
Arising From An
Occult Pelvic
Fracture” at the 2019
ASNR meeting

CFMRI Team Welcomes Prospective
UC San Diego Undergrads

Resident Graduation
June 15, 2019 @ 5 PM
Ida & Cecil Green Faculty
Club (UC San Diego)
Resident & Fellow
Welcome Party
July 21, 2019 @ 4 PM
Coronado Cays Yacht Club
(Coronado)
Bradley Memorial Lecture
July 25, 2019 @ 5:30 PM
Sanford Consortium
(La Jolla)
Radiology Alumni
Summer Event
Aug. 17, 2019 @ 6 PM
Location TBD

In support of the Scholars
Society’s Overnight Stay
Program (OSP), research
staff from the Center for
Functional and Magnetic
Resonance Imaging
(CFMRI) recently provided
prospective UC San Diego
undergraduates with a
preview of one of the
many imaging-focused
research opportunities
available to young
scholars. The student-led
Scholars Society has
organized OSP tours of
the university’s research
labs for Regents
Scholarship and Jacobs
Scholarship recipients for
over a decade, with 25
groups participating this
year alone; the April 2019
OSP event marked the
first time that School of
Medicine labs had
participated in these
tours, with research staff
from CFMRI and the lab of
Dr. Derek Welsbie
(Ophthalmology) taking
the lead.
CFMRI Technical
Operation Manager Aaron
Jacobson led a group of
high-school students from
across California on a tour

of the CFMRI facility’s
mock scanner and 7-Tesla
Bruker MRI used for
animal studies. Using the
facility’s 3-Tesla MRI, a
CFMRI volunteer joined
the fun by providing a live
demonstration of how
fMRI captures brain
activity in real time by
performing specific tasks
such as moving her fingers
on one hand out of the
view of everyone else;
students were then asked
to hypothesize which
hand had been used for
each task by looking at
how various areas of the
volunteer’s brain lit up on
the resulting images.
Student feedback from
the tour included such
comments as “seeing how
the brain changes on
these images is cool”; “it’s
amazing how much is
going on even in just one
lab”; and “in high school,

Aaron Jacobson demonstrating
CFMRI technology to tour group

people throw the word
‘research’ around a lot,
but here [research] is
tangible and really big.”
According to OSP co-chair
Ahana Chakraborty,
“These tours represent a
unique opportunity for
scholarship recipients to
see a side of UC San Diego
that they would not be
able to see during Triton
Day or even during
normal campus tours.
They get to interact with
fellow Scholars and ask
questions of people who
were once in the very
same shoes as them. The
lab tours themselves
allow students to see firsthand what research is like
at this campus, and that
should they choose
UC San Diego, they will
have some idea of what
kind of lab they would like
to work in.”
Radiology is very pleased
to have had the
opportunity to join with
Ophthalmology in helping
introduce the “next
generation” of
researchers to UC San
Diego!

Staff Profile:
Lynn Murray
Principal Radiologic Technologist
Lynn Murray joined the
Diagnostic Radiology
Department in September
1986. She first became
interested in medicine in
high school, and initially
enrolled as a premed
student while attending
UC San Diego’s Revelle
College for her bachelor’s
degree. After some
volunteer work at the
UC San Diego Medical
Center, Lynn was most
drawn to a hands-on
health occupation that
could make use of her
fascination with
mathematics. This
combination of interests
quickly led Lynn to the
field of radiologic
technology.
Lynn was first hired to
staff the department’s
new Bone Densitometry
Division; after a few
months she began
working as a Senior
Radiologic Technologist.
She was soon selected by
department chair George
Leopold, MD, to
participate in the Certified
Fluoroscopic Technologist
training program;
following this training,
Lynn started working as a

Principal Radiologic
Technologist, performing
a variety of Body Imaging
fluoroscopic studies
independently and
training radiology
residents. Later in her
career Lynn taught
radiologic technology
part-time at Mesa
College, where she had
completed her own
training in the field. Lynn’s
role at UC San Diego
eventually evolved into
that of AM Shift
coordinator for most of
her career, as well as the
Lead Certified
Fluoroscopist.
Lynn’s primary mentor in
her early years at UC San
Diego was John Amberg,
MD; Lynn recalls that Dr.
Amberg had “such a
wonderful ease about
him,” and she loved his
old saying about barium
enemas: “If they walk
with a cane, you do in
plain. If they come in a
chair, you don't do air.”
Her next Body Imaging
mentor was Gary
Ghahremani, MD, who
would stand behind the
control panel and goodnaturedly shout, “Shoot!

Shoot! Shoot!!!”
Says Lynn upon her
retirement: “I think what I
like most about my role is
the ability to have been
exposed to such a wide
variety of patients and
disease presentations,
making for a career with
never a dull moment. As I
would assist the
radiologists in coming up
with creative ways to
accomplish the often
difficult imaging of many
of our patients, we always
succeeded in obtaining
good images to assist the
teams with forming
diagnoses and
treatments. It was always
a pleasure to watch our
highly intelligent, highly
skilled, and dedicated
radiologists work together
to interpret the images
using their vast array of
knowledge to benefit our
patients. I feel honored to
have been a small part of
this remarkable team. I
am so fortunate that I was
able to discover a health
discipline which so
uniquely fit my skill set,
providing for a long and
fruitful career.”
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Staff Profile:
Kim VanLeeuwen
Financial Analyst 3
Kim VanLeeuwen joined
the department in August
1986 as a Senior Medical
Transcriptionist, with a
career plan that included
returning to Medical
Records – but she decided
to stick with the field of
radiology after having
close, positive
interactions with
radiologists and
technicians and having
the chance to take part in
advances in imaging
technology.
Over the years, Kim found
that her job consistently
evolved, with the
department providing

evolved, with the
department providing
multiple opportunities for
career advancement.
Highlights included
training residents and
fellows and doing
applications training, with
her final position offering
Kim the opportunity to
explore data analytics and
partner with Modality
Managers on budget
reviews.
Kim is looking forward to
filling her retirement with
travel across the United
States, particularly to

locations that she
hasn’t seen in the
spring and summer.
Desert offroading
has been a long-time
passion, and Kim
plans to continue
taking part in this
fun activity in the fall
and winter months.

Kim and Radiology colleagues

About Us
Our Mission

Our Vision

Join Us!

To provide patient-first
imaging-based care, train
tomorrow's radiology
leaders, and discover and
establish novel solutions
at the intersection of
health care, science, and
technology.

To be the premier global
academic radiology
department, while leading
UC San Diego Medicine in
innovative, integrative,
and translational health
care.

UC San Diego Academic
Jobs (Clinical & Research):
https://apolrecruit.ucsd.edu/apply

UC San Diego Staff Jobs:
https://jobs.ucsd.edu/

