
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
January 3, 2022 
 
 
Dear Department of Pediatrics Faculty, 
 
It is with much sadness I write with the news that Dr. Jerry A. 
Schneider,  Professor of Pediatrics at UC San Diego School of Medicine from 1970 
– 2011, passed away on December 28 at his home in La Jolla, California. The 
cause of death was respiratory complications of Parkinson’s Disease.    
 

The eldest of four brothers, Dr. Schneider was born in Detroit, Michigan in 1937. 
His father Benjamin emigrated from Russia at age 13, and eventually owned and 
operated a “dry goods” store in Detroit. His mother Sarah (Sally) was a 
homemaker. Dr. Schneider graduated from Cass Tech High School, and then 
attended the University of Michigan. He received his medical degree from 
Northwestern University, followed by a pediatrics residency at Johns Hopkins 
University and a fellowship in inherited disorders of metabolism in the laboratory 
of Jay Seegmiller at the National Institutes of Health.  
 
During his internship in Baltimore, Dr. Schneider met and married Elaine Bergner 
of New York, then an undergraduate student at Goucher College. After the NIH, 
Dr. Schneider spent his career as a professor at UC San Diego School of Medicine, 
where he was one of the founding members of the Department of Pediatrics.  For 
the last eight years of his career, in addition to his research and patient care 
activities, Dr. Schneider also served as Dean for Academic Affairs.  
 
Dr. Schneider spent his entire career working on a rare genetic disease, cystinosis, 
a lysosomal storage disorder. The disease is caused by a gene defect which 
prevents the amino acid cysteine from being transported out of lysosomes (the 
cell organelle in which proteins are broken down to their component amino 
acids). Without treatment, cysteine crystals accumulate intracellularly, which 
leads most notably to kidney failure. Over the course of his career, Dr. Schneider 
and teams of colleagues sorted out the inheritance pattern of the disease, the 
nature of the defect, and eventually came up with a medication to treat the 



 
 

disorder. Prior to this research, children with cystinosis died at early age. In the 
current day, patient survival is excellent, and some of the early patients have 
even gone on to have children of their own.  
 
In addition to his scientific research, Dr. Schneider was extremely devoted to his 
wife of 58 years and their two daughters, Danielle and Jane. As a father, he 
emphasized the importance of hard work and education, and was known for 
retelling a stable of stories that demonstrated the importance of doing the right 
thing. These were jokingly referred to by his family as “Dad’s morality tales”.  
 
Dr. Schneider’s other life passion was deep sea fishing. He made his own rods and 
reels, filleted his own fish, kept a dry-smoker in the garage, and experimented 
with pickling and canning. He developed a supportive community of fishers from 
among his colleagues and neighbors, frequently chartering several-day trips off 
the coast of Southern California and Mexico. Ever the scientist, he kept a log-book 
of his fish recipes, recording differing ratios of each ingredient, and noting the 
results. The final pages of this log-book simply read “excellent, excellent, 
excellent”. In keeping with his sense of community, colleagues, friends and 
neighbors were regularly invited over to pick up gifts of freshly caught, pickled, 
canned and smoked fish.  
 
Dr. Schneider is survived by his wife Elaine, daughters Danielle (Seattle) and Jane 
(Brooklyn), son-in-law Keith Eaton, three granddaughters, Rachel, Aliza and Nina, 
and his brother Rabbi Paul Schneider of Baltimore. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Gabriel G. Haddad, MD                                     
Distinguished Professor of Pediatrics and Neurosciences                                                          
Chair, Department of Pediatrics                               
Physician-in-Chief & Chief Scientific Officer            
Rady Children’s Hospital – San Diego  
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