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Department of Pediatrics

NEWS FLASH

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
  

 
Now in his 8th year as residency program director,
Dr. Mark Sawyer has announced that he will
stepping down from that position at the end of
academic year 2021-2022.
 
Dr. Sawyer has done a remarkable job enhancing
Residency education in so many ways! During his
tenure, he has helped mentor over 150 residents and
the residency program has grown to a total of 71
residents, including combined Medicine-Pediatrics
and Pediatrics-Neurology residents. Our residents
remain very competitive for the subspecialty
fellowship programs and excellent primary care jobs.
 

With help from his assistant program directors, Dr. Sawyer has overseen several new
training initiatives at UCSD/RCHSD including the block education curriculum, wellness
promotion, longitudinal Resident Academic Projects, specific procedure training shifts
in the Emergency Department, a primary care track, and a physician scientist track. He
has also increased resident involvement with unique programs at RCHSD such as the
Medical Behavioral Unit and the Child Psychiatry program. Collaborations with other
healthcare provider groups in San Diego including the Naval Medical Center San
Diego, Family Health Centers of San Diego, Kaiser Permanente, and CPCMG have
been enhanced and connections to many other provider groups have been fostered to
provide alternative outpatient clinic sites for resident education.
 
In response to resident feedback, multiple changes have been made in the working
team structure and to the overall curriculum to support wellness and resilience among
the residents. Recent recruitment efforts have successfully expanded the diversity of
the residency group, bringing in residents from groups underrepresented in medicine
and several MD/PhD physician scientists.
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We sincerely thank Dr. Sawyer for all of his efforts and we are grateful for the
impact he has made to the residency education and experience.
 

 Department of Pediatrics Communications:  Debbie Taheri  
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