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NEWS FLASH  

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

It is with great pleasure we announce that Mamata 
Sivagnanam, MD will be the new Pediatric 
Residency Program Directory, the role currently held 
by Dr. Mark Sawyer.  Dr. Sivagnanam was selected 
for this position after a vigorous national recruitment 
and a unanimous recommendation by the search 
committee that was fully supported by select faculty 
members and department leaders. She will transition 
into her new role starting in the spring and begin 
officially serving as the new program director on July 
1, 2022.  

Dr. Sivagnanam is an associate professor of pediatrics at UC San Diego 
School of Medicine and the program director of the Pediatric 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition Fellowship Program at Rady 
Children's Hospital. She also served as co-lead on the Education Task Force 
for the Department of Pediatrics.  Nationally, Dr. Sivagnanam has served on 
the training committee of North American Society for Pediatric 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition (NASPGHAN) for 9 years.  Dr. 
Sivagnanam went to medical school at the University of Miami and did her 
pediatric residency training at Orlando Regional Healthcare where she stayed 
on as Chief Resident before transitioning to UC San Diego where she 
completed a fellowship of Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nutrition in 2007. 

A physician-scientist-educator, Dr. Sivagnanam has a keen interest in 
research, training and program development and sees a broad range of 
pediatric and adolescent patients clinically. Her research focuses on 
understanding the pathophysiology of pediatric diarrheal diseases, with 
particular interest in IBD and tufting enteropathy. Working with congenital 
tufting enteropathy (CTE) patients, she was able to ascertain kindreds with 
this disorder, identify genetic linkage and localize EpCAM as the causative 
gene for CTE, a severe and life-threatening problem presenting with 
intractable diarrhea in infancy. This finding has been instrumental in laying 
the foundation for her current studies and has allowed for easier diagnosis in 
many patients.  



As the Pediatrics Residency Program Director, Dr. Sivagnanam will be 
developing and implementing a training program that recruits top candidates 
and provides them with an optimal education, including curriculum 
development, trainee evaluation and feedback, policy development and 
implementation, monitoring duty hours and trainee wellness, while also 
assessing and documenting the competency of each trainee and continually 
evaluating the educational process. She looks forward to partnering with 
trainees, faculty, leadership and staff to enhance and expand our educational 
environment in thoughtful, innovative ways.  

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Sivagnanam on her new role! 

The Department acknowledges Dr. Mark Sawyer’s leadership and the 
impact he has had on the pediatric residency education and experience 
at UC San Diego and Rady Children’s Hospital. 
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