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NEWS FLASH  

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

It is with great pleasure we announce that Victor Nizet, MD 
is the recipient of the 2022 prestigious D.C. White Award 
from the American Association of Microbiology (ASM) 
—  the world’s oldest and largest single life science 
professional organization with nearly 40,000 members. 
Named in memory of the renowned microbial ecologist 
David C. White, this award recognizes lifetime 
accomplishments in the realms of interdisciplinary research 

and mentorship. 

Dr. Nizet is a physician-scientist and Distinguished Professor and Vice Chair for 
Basic Research in the Department of Pediatrics at UC San Diego School of 
Medicine, Distinguished Professor in the Skaggs School of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences. Since joining UC San Diego in 1997, he has led a 
large basic and translational research program focused on discovering virulence 
factors of common bacterial pathogens, elucidating mechanisms of the host 
innate immune, and developing innovative approaches to infectious disease 
therapy. Dr. Nizet has authored over 490 publications in the scientific literature 
and has collaborated with many academic labs and biotechnology 
interests exploring new antibiotics, vaccines and immune-based therapies 
against antibiotic-resistant pathogens or sepsis. 

Interdisciplinary science and mentorship represent the cornerstones of Dr. 
Nizet's professional career. He has helped bring together investigative teams 
that share fundamental expertise in molecular cell biology, glycobiology, 
medicinal chemistry, systems biology, structural biology, basic 
immunology, nanotechnology, or clinical medicine to address questions at the 
host-pathogen interface in novel ways. Benefitting from his mentorship, 27 of Dr. 
Nizet's former postdoctoral fellows or graduate students have gained full time 
academic faculty positions at Universities or Research Institutes in the U.S 
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and internationally, while an equal number have found rewarding careers and 
leadership positions in biotechnology, education, clinical medicine or scientific 
communications.  

Dr. Nizet is a leader in many successful UC San Diego initiatives for graduate 
and dual-degree training, postdoctoral and junior faculty development, and 
increasing equity, diversity and inclusion in the biomedical workforce. Recently, 
he has spearheaded the UC San Diego Collaborative to Halt-Antibiotic Resistant 
Microbes (CHARM), a campus-wide research and educational initiative focused 
on science-based solutions to the global antibiotic resistance crisis. 

“It is a tremendous honor to be recognized by ASM with the 2022 D.C. White 
Award which is in every way a reflection of our University and its longstanding 
tradition of fostering interdisciplinary science” said Dr. Nizet. “With so many 
amazing faculty colleagues and the high caliber of students and postdoctoral 
fellows attracted to UC San Diego, I’ve just listened and learned from them and 
some pretty cool science and a lot of promising young careers have been the 
byproducts”. 

Dr. Nizet will formally be presented with the D.C. White Award in a ceremony at 
the 2022 ASM Meeting next June in Washington, D.C. 

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Nizet on this well-deserved honor!  
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