
SPARK, an online autism research initiative, is improving our understanding of autism while transforming the 
way research is done. As a provider, you can help connect researchers and individuals with autism and their 
families. Together, we can create the largest autism research community ever.

An important part of SPARK is the collection of DNA so it can be analyzed to expand our understanding of the 
genetic and biological causes of autism. Your patients and their families will be asked to share basic information 
about their medical and family history, and if they choose, a DNA sample using a saliva collection kit.

To learn more about SPARK, you, your patients, and their families may 
visit www.SPARKforAutism.org/UCSD.SARRC
Email us: SPARKforAutism@ucsd.edu or call us: (858) 534–6906

WhAT’s in iT for your PATIENTS?
Your engagement in the SPARK community means that your patients and their families may:

Join a national community 
SPARK aims to recruit 50,000 families, the largest ever network of individuals and families with autism, in order to capture 
the enormous genetic diversity of this complex disorder.

enhance knowledge 
Researchers across the nation will have access to de-identified data from SPARK as they continue to discover the genetic 
roots of autism and to develop individualized treatments to improve the quality of life for people living with the condition.

receive an Amazon.com gift card 
Your patient will receive a gift card, valued at up to $50, once the family has completed registration in SPARK and mailed 
back the saliva samples.

Keep up with new discoveries 
SPARK powers new research to help understand the molecular underpinnings of autism and provide meaningful 
information and resources to participants and their families. Some families may have the opportunity to access to their own 
individualized results. See https://sparkforautism.org/discover for examples.

hoW cAn i help?
While we are making significant progress learning about autism, we don’t know enough.  
By informing your patients and their families about SPARK, you’re helping to accelerate research 
that may help to develop new treatments and expand our knowledge of the causes of autism.

ATTenTion PROVIDERS:

You can help to connect your 
patients with autism research
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