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It has been 30 years since the United Nations World Commission on Environment and 
Development’s Brundtland Report commenced the global discussion on sustainable 
development.  Thousands of companies are now reporting environmental and social 
activities; sustainability programs have been established in universities and colleges 
across the world; numerous NGOs have developed rating systems and watch corporate 
behavior; and many local and national governments have made commitments to reduce 
carbon emissions.  Yet as the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP21) 
approaches, we are still searching for signals that these collective actions are making a 
difference. 
 
Our Center for Health and the Global Environment (www.chgeharvard.org) is partnering 
with corporations, NGOs, governments and other academic institutions to advance 
human and ecological wellbeing as an immutable tenet of sustainability.  Our recently 
published study demonstrated improved cognition among knowledge workers 
experiencing indoor environmental conditions better than those in higher performing 
"green buildings".  Other investigations have associated indicators of community 
greenness by satellite NDVI to improved standardized test scores, as well as with five-
year survival rates for stroke.  Ongoing Center projects include advancing 
methodologies for assessing health impacts of energy policies, products, corporate 
wellness programs and investment strategies. 
	  
Please RSVP to Andrew Meraz (ameraz@ucsd.edu) 


