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Borsika Rabin, Ph.D., M.P.H., Pharm.D. is an Assistant Professor at 
the Department of Family Medicine and Public Health at the School of 
Medicine, University of California San Diego. Dr. Rabin serves as an 
Implementation Scientist for the Center of Excellence in Stress and 
Mental Health at the San Diego VA and as the co-lead of the 
Implementation Core for the Triple Aim QUERI Program for the Veteran 
Administration Eastern Colorado Health Care System in Denver, 
Colorado. Her research focuses on dissemination and implementation 
(D&I) of evidence-based interventions, communication and coordination 
around care for chronic conditions, and the evaluation and development 
of interactive, web-based interventions and tools with a special emphasis 

on cancer survival prediction tools and tools that can support planning for D&I interventions. 
She designed and developed a number of web-based resources including the Make Research 
Matter (www.makeresearchmatter.org) web tool, the Cancer Prognostic Resources 
(www.cancercalculators.org) and D&I Models in Research and Practice (www.dissemination-
implementation.org) website.  
 
 

Gregory Aarons, Ph.D. is a clinical and organizational psychologist, 
Professor of Psychiatry at UC San Diego, and Director of the Child and 
Adolescent Services Research Center (CASRC).  His research, funded 
by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, National Institute of Mental 
Health, Centers for Disease Control, and the W.T. Grant Foundation 
focuses on identifying and improving system, organizational, and 
individual factors that support implementation and sustainment of 
evidence-based practices and quality of care in health care and public 
sector allied health care settings. Dr. Aarons’ current work focuses on 
developing and testing leadership and organization support strategies 

and training supervisors to become effective leaders to support evidence-based practice 
implementation and sustainment in addiction treatment and mental health sectors. His most 
recent work focuses developing and fostering community-academic partnerships to increase the 
use of research evidence in policy and practice.  
 

 
Elva M. Arredondo, Ph.D. is a Professor at San Diego State University. Her 
research is in the area of health disparities, specifically involving cancer 
preventive behaviors in monolingual Spanish-speaking and bilingual 
populations living in the U.S. She has a strong interest in the development of 
theory-driven and culturally appropriate behavioral interventions. Her current 
research interests are centered on the cultural influences and psychosocial 
mediators of preventive practices including cervical cancer screening, 
physical activity, and dietary practices among underserved groups. Dr. 
Arredondo’s research has examined medical services provided to 
underserved patients, with a focus on social cognitive and system level 
processes. Dr. Arredondo has been continuously funded by NIH and has 

been a collaborator on a number of community trials promoting healthy eating, physical activity 
and cancer screening among underserved communities. 
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Lauren Brookman-Frazee, Ph.D. is a Professor of Psychiatry at the 
University of California, San Diego, Associate Director of the Child and 
Adolescent Services Research Center, and Research Director at the 
Autism Discovery Institute at Rady Children’s Hospital – San Diego. She 
is a licensed clinical psychologist specializing in psychosocial 
interventions for children with autism spectrum disorder and other 
developmental and mental health problems. Dr. Brookman-Frazee’s 
federally-funded research involves partnering with mental health system 
leaders, providers and families to develop, test and implement scalable 
interventions in community service settings and reduce disparities in 
access to quality care.  Dr. Brookman-Frazee is currently the PI of an 
NIMH-funded, multi-site study testing the effectiveness of a multi-level 

implementation model paired with her “AIM HI” autism intervention on community mental health 
therapist fidelity of AIM HI delivery and subsequent child symptom reduction. Dr. Brookman-
Frazee is also the PI of two NIMH-funded studies examining system-driven implementation of 
multiple evidence-based practices in children’s mental health services.   
 
 

Jacqueline Kerr, Ph.D. is co-leader of the Cancer Control Program at 
the Moores Cancer Center, the Director of the REACH group (Research 
in Environments, Active Aging and Community Health) and Professor in 
the Department of Family Medicine and Public Health at UCSD. She has 
received over $22 million as PI in funding from the National Institutes of 
Health and was named in the Thompson Reuters Top Scientist list in 
2014-2017. Her NCI funded research focuses on measuring cancer risk 
from the ‘exposome’ including lifestyle behaviors such as physical 
activity, sedentary behavior and sleep as well as local street 
environments and lifespace from accelerometers, GPS devices and 
person worn cameras. Her intervention studies focus on changing 
behaviors and environments and includes work in low income, diverse 

communities. She has been an investigator in the Gene & Environment Initiative, the 
Transdisciplinary Research & Energetics in Cancer Initiative, and the Mobile Data to Knowledge 
Initiative. She is working with the NCI LAUNCH initiative to assess connected cancer care and 
this will support future innovations and clinical collaborations. Dr. Kerr completed TIDIRH 
training in 2014 and leads an implementation study of a peer-led activity program. 
 



 
Laurie Lindamer, Ph.D. is currently the Director of Education and 
Dissemination for the VA Center of Excellence for Stress and Mental 
Health; Director of Training for the VA San Diego Healthcare System, 
and Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at the University of California, 
San Diego. She is a licensed clinical psychologist and clinical 
researcher with a track record of funding on health-related issues in 
those with serious mental illness and on the development of 
community and academic partnerships.  She is actively involved in 
studies of implementation of health technology. In her role with the VA 
Center of Excellence, Dr. Lindamer develops, implements, and directs 
educational and training programs, including instruction in evidence-
based practices for VA, DoD, and community personnel, and she 

oversees the Mental Health Clinical Research Psychology Fellowship. 
 
 
 
 

Jesse Nodor, Dr.P.H. is currently an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Family Medicine and Public Health at the University of 
California, San Diego and a member of the Moores Cancer Center at 
UCSD. Dr. Nodora received a doctor of public health (Dr.P.H.) from the 
University of Texas School of Public health in 1995 with an emphasis on 
health promotion. After 10 years of public health practice in state-level 
tobacco control, he transitioned to cancer prevention research at the 
Arizona Cancer Center and the University of Arizona School Medicine. 
Dr. Nodora's research focus is on primary cancer prevention among 
poor and underserved populations. His work seeks to produce products 
and information that can be used by individuals and a variety of systems 
(e.g., communities, health care, government, non-profits) to promote 
healthy lifestyles, increase access to care, and improve health outcomes 

for chronic disease, especially cancer.  
 
 

James Pittman, Ph.D., L.C.S.W. is an Assistant Professor of 
Psychiatry, University of California, San Diego. Dr. Pittman is 
also Associate Director of Education and Dissemination, VA Center of 
Excellence for Stress and Mental Health, VA San Diego Healthcare 
System. His primary research focus has been the use of technology to 
improve clinical mental health services, specifically the use of 
technology to aid in screening, triaging, and monitoring of clinical 
outcomes. Dr. Pittman's research team at the VA Center of Excellence 
for Stress and Mental Health (CESAMH) has developed an informatics 
technology, eScreening funded through two rounds of grant support 
from the VA Center of Innovation. He is a Co-PI and Co-I of two 

development grants related to eScreening as well as a small grant to develop an 
implementation playbook and toolkit for dissemination and implementation of eScreening 
throughout VA care management programs nationally. He serves as the VA San Diego Section 
Chief of the La Jolla Outpatient Mental Health Programs and Mental Health Social Work 
Services Program Manager. 



 
 

Nicole Stadnick, Ph.D., M.P.H. is an Assistant Professor and 
licensed psychologist in the Department of Psychiatry at the 
University of California, San Diego and the Child and Adolescent 
Services Research Center. Her research examines the 
effectiveness and implementation of evidence-based practices 
for children with mental health and developmental concerns 
served in community-based settings. She was the recipient of the 
Autism Speaks Dennis Weatherstone Predoctoral Fellowship 
(2010-2012) that examined the effectiveness of a naturalistic 
developmental behavioral intervention for young children with 
autism spectrum disorder. She has also received NIH-funded 

fellowships from the Child, Intervention, Prevention, and Services Research Mentoring Network 
(2015-2016) and the Implementation Research Institute (2017-2019). Her current work is 
supported by a NIMH Mentored Patient-Oriented Research Career Development Award and 
aims to adapt and implement an integrated mental health care model for children with autism 
spectrum disorder. 
 
 
 

Dr. Michelle Takemoto earned her PhD in Public Health from the Joint 
Doctoral Program at UC San Diego and SDSU. She is a post-doctoral 
fellow funded through the American Heart Association at UC San Diego. 
Her research focuses on promoting healthy aging in the older adult 
population through increased preventive health including increasing 
physical activity and decreasing sedentary behavior. Dr. Takemoto is also 
interested in dissemination and implementation research and leveraging 
technology to design interventions for scale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Howard Taras, M.D. is a Professor of Pediatrics at UCSD. He specializes 
in school health and community engagement in clinical research.  Dr. 
Taras is the director of the Community Engagement unit of UCSD’s 
Clinical & Translational Research Institute.  Goals of this unit include 
supporting investigators with their interactions with community (clinicians 
and general population) so that researchers are community informed, as 
well as to encourage Dissemination and Implementation Science so that 
evidence-based practices, procedures and devices are adopted. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Douglas M. Ziedonis, M.D., M.P.H. is Professor of Psychiatry and 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Health Sciences at UC San Diego. He 
is an internationally recognized leader in co-occurring addiction and 
mental illness, including tobacco dependence and serious mental 
illness. For over 25 years he has been supported by NIH, VA, and 
Foundation funding and has extensive experience with behavioral 
therapy development, clinical trials, and health services research, 
including Dissemination & Implementation science.  Currently his 
research focuses on evaluating his “Addressing Tobacco through 
Organizational Change” model in community based behavioral health 
settings (NIH R01), numerous funded studies on Open Dialogue that 
are in the USA, UK, Italy, Latvia, and other European and Asian 
countries, and studies of mindfulness based interventions.   His Open 

Dialogue D&I tools used in studies around the world are the gold standard and translated into 
11 languages. He has written over 300 peer-reviewed publications, book chapters, textbooks, 
behavioral therapy manuals. He was an advisor to President Bush’s New Freedom Commission 
on Mental Health and has served on a variety of advisory groups / study sections for SAMHSA, 
NIDA, NIMH, VA Health Care, Institute of Medicine, American Psychiatric Association, and the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
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